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Dear Friends,

Amazed and Amused!

In all the Parishes I have been there have been people and situations which have made me smile. One such occurred recently. I’m glad I have been given permission to tell you about it. 

It concerns what happened after I tried unsuccessfully to visit one of our more senior ladies. Seeing the lights on, I knew she must be in. I tried the front door first, but as I know she sometimes has difficulty hearing the bell, I then went round to try the back door. When there was still no response, I wrote a note and posted it through her door. Nothing particularly remarkable in this you might think…. however it was what happened next that made me gasp in astonishment. Next day there I found a message on my phone: “Mr Glover. I feel terrible. I didn’t hear you at the door. I was upstairs on the computer….” (This from a lady who is now in her nineties!)

When I called again a couple of days later, I stopped her as she began apologising again for what she saw as her great discourtesy toward me. I told her it was a long time since I had laughed so much. However, she still felt it necessary to assure me that she didn’t surf the internet and didn’t view unsuitable material, but she did play some computer games for relaxation. She laughed as she told me she had both accumulated and then ‘lost’ no less than £64,000 playing ‘Who Wants to be a Millionaire?’
This story would not have been in the least remarkable had it been a nine year old girl who was so engrossed on her computer that she failed to hear my knock at the door. What makes it so remarkable is that it was a lady in her nineties. This amazing lady enjoying her computer shows that, with the right outlook, we can always find new things to enjoy and new ways to understand the world around us; that we are never too old to learn and never too old to enjoy fresh experiences.

I’ve shared this true story with you, not just because I thought you’d enjoy it, but also because it helped me see that something special is often missing in our present-day experience of the Christmas story, something that was almost certainly present at the first Christmas. The one thing Christians should always expect is to be surprised.

The Christmas story through its very familiarity has for many of us become just the same old story, offering nothing new. However, with a little imagination and thought this story of a God who chose to reveal himself in an ordinary baby born in very ordinary circumstances still has power to amaze us… as the story of the computer-engrossed lady both amazed and amused me. 

Amused and amazed. Perhaps this gets close to the feelings and emotions of those who first set eyes on Jesus that first Christmas….

The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen (Luke 2.20)… and I’m sure there must have been a lot of laughter too.

May you and yours find much both to amuse and amaze you this coming Christmas, and as I said in my latest email to my new e-correspondent… “Stay young!”

 Bob 
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Christmas Thoughts and Prayers

Lord God Almighty, as we approach once again this season when we celebrate the birth of our Saviour, we lift up our hearts in thanksgiving and praise for the wonderful gift you gave us in sending our Lord Jesus Christ into to the world to be our Saviour.   Forgive us all the things we are ashamed of in our past, and all the ways that we have hurt you or betrayed you without knowing it, and above all forgive us for not putting Christ into the centre of all we do.   Help us during this busy Christmas season to remember the reason for the season and truly to worship you in spirit and in truth.    Amen.

Give thanks and praise for all that has gone on in the Church this year, new contacts made, and new friendships forged.     Pray that in the coming year we may go forward in God’s strength with renewed enthusiasm.

Remember those known to us or in our community who at this time will have very sad hearts for whatever reason.  Pray that they may feel God’s presence very near.     Rejoice with those who have a 

reason   to celebrate    - a wedding – a new baby – a new job – a new beginning!

Remember our Minister and office bearers.    The leaders of all the organisations and all who seek to serve others in whatever way at this busy time.   Pray that during the flurry of activity, they will be able themselves to find the time to reflect on the wonderful joys of the Christmas season.

On Christmas Day amidst our celebrating and rejoicing pray that we may take time to remember those who are undergoing such suffering in this world at this time, those suffering great poverty, those caught up in war situations and terrible tragedies.   Pray that God may bring peace to lands where there is war and especially do we remember the Holy Land where on that night all these years ago the Angles sang “Peace on earth and Goodwill to men”

Christmas Day Family prayer:  Thank You God for being our Father and loving us so much.   Please help us remember to think about children who are in need around the world.   Amen



   












Services and Meetings
Sunday 

10:15 a.m. All-age Family Worship (in Hall) 

Followed by Sunday School & Rock Club Groups
11.00 a.m.     Morning Worship (with Crèche) 
5:30 p.m.
Choir Practice

6:15 p.m.
Evening Worship

7:30 p.m.
Rock Solid Club (every 2nd week)

Monday  

7:15 p.m.
The Guild (Oct - March)

Tuesday 

7.30 p.m.
Emmaus 



(weekly on dates advertised)


Wednesday  

Welcome Wednesday 

10a.m – 12noon Coffee Time (1st)

12-2p.m. 
   Chalmers Lunches (3rd)

10 - 11a.m.
   Prayer Time (last)

6:30 p.m.
   Boys Brigade – 


   Anchor boys and Junior Section

7:45 p.m.
   Company Section (Sept. - June)

Thursday     

5:00 p.m.
Rainbows}
6:30 p.m.
Brownies } (Sept. - June)

Saturday      

7.30 – 9a.m
Prayer Breakfast (last of month)    

6:30 – 7:45 p.m Youth Club for 8-10 yr olds

8.00 – 9:15 p.m Youth Club for 11yrs + 



(Meets every 2nd week)

OUR WORSHIP – Special dates to note
MINISTER	SESSION CLERK   			CLERK TO DEACONS COURT


Rev. Robert L Glover 			Mr John Murdoch    			Mr Ian Bulloch


Tel: 812481				Tel: 812469 				Tel: 852717


TREASURER				 ACCESS to the HALL contact		BEADLE


Mrs Janet Farquhar 			Mr Tom Donaldson			Mr Duncan Morgan


Tel: 811863				Tel: 812023				Tel: 812071


FLOWER CONVENER		ORGANIST		 		PRAYER SECRETARY	


Miss Mary Clements			Mrs Pamela Zenati 			Mrs Alice Hood


Tel:  812241 				Tel: 813641 				Tel: 812191


			�    Please recycle this newsletter and care for the earth as God intended 











	


			


			


				    








					    








				       


			        


				        








We welcome contributions to the Church Newsletter. Please note however that these may be edited, summarised or omitted by the minister and editor, as circumstances require. Letters of general thanks and acknowledgement for Church flowers will be posted on the notice board in the Church Hall.





EDITOR'S   NOTE


My thanks to all who have contributed to the Christmas issue of the Church Newsletter. The next issue will be available on Sunday 21st January 2007


Articles for this edition should be with me by 


Sunday 7th January 2007


If you would like to E-Mail news you can contact me on: � HYPERLINK "mailto:chalmerschurch@btopenworld.com" ��chalmerschurch@btopenworld.com� or by phone on 819471


Sheila Bulloch








Welcome Wednesday


Please note there will be NO Coffee Morning on 3rd January and NO Lunches on 17th January. They both meet as usual in February.





                   


                 We now have a limited number


    of large print copies of CH4. These are available      


          upon request from Duncan Morgan.





Sunday School


The Sunday School would like to thank everyone who came along and donated towards the recent coffee afternoon, they raised £140.40


Sunday 24th December - Christmas presentation by Sunday School children who invite you to "come and join the celebration". 


Party time -There will be a party for children from the crèche up to primary three on Saturday 16th December from 2.30 pm to 4.30 pm in the church hall. 


Invitations will be sent out soon - so watch out for the postman!





The Rock Club and children from P4 will be having their annual Christmas outing to Megabowl on Thursday 28th December to see if anyone can knock the Bellany’s from the top player position! Please pray for this group as they enjoy fellowship together when there are so many distractions at this time.








STOP PRESS


 A huge Thank You is expressed to EVERYONE in the congregation who attended the Family Meal in September. Watch this space for more details of the outcome!








MINISTER 


Rev. Robert L Glover,


Braemar Villa, 2 Links Road,


Port Seton Tel: 812481


E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:rlglover@btinternet.com" ��rlglover@btinternet.com�


(Please respect Monday as the Minister’s day off)





FUNERALS


On 30th October            John DEVIN, 34 Castle Avenue


On 31st October       James MORRISON, 6 Forth Wynd


On 1st   November   Mrs Mary LOGAN, 11 Osborne Ct


On 30th Nov.  George (Dod) STEWART, 22 Fishers Rd











PASTORAL COVER


Rev. BILL BROWN (0131 654 0929) will provide emergency pastoral cover from 30th November (Thursday) until 9th December (Saturday) and also 11th (Thursday) until 16th January (Tuesday), all dates inclusive.


HOME COMMUNION


Members who through illness or disability are unable to attend our regular morning or evening communion services and would like communion brought to them on the afternoon of Sunday 28th January are invited to speak to their Elder in the first instance.








Have you logged on and looked at our website?


Why not give it a try.


Log onto � HYPERLINK "http://www.chalmerschurch.co.uk" ��www.chalmerschurch.co.uk� and find out more about the Church.





BELIEVING IN THE CHURCH:


An Opportunity (not just) for Enquirers


It was encouraging to have such a positive reaction to the summer series of services on The Lord’s Prayer. Although the theme of each Sunday was the same, the services were very different with the aim being to reach people of different ages and at different levels. I did say at the time I wondered about trying to devise a similar series of parallel services in different styles on The Apostles’ Creed. Well, after a lot of forward planning over recent weeks, I hope I may have managed it! 





Starting on January 21st and running through to the end of April, at the 11am “traditional” services we shall be looking at the various beliefs enshrined in The Apostles’ Creed. At 10.15 All-Age Services and at the Evening Services we shall cover broadly the same themes, but in the very different way we have come to expect at each – more informal at the first service, more reflective at the third (Evening) service in the evenings.





The Evening Service will be followed (after a brief time for the usual tea/coffee in the Hall) by an opportunity for questions and discussion in the church transept, principally aimed at those enquiring about membership in the Church, but open to others who would welcome the opportunity to explore further. This evening series will be supplemented by Tom Gordon leading 3 monthly services and discussion-times on “Hot Topics” – “One God or many?”; “Why suffering?”; “After death, what?”.





I would also urge all who are already members to think of any folk you know within your own circle of family and friends who might be encouraged to take the first step of enquiring what membership of the Church entails by coming along on Sunday Evenings at 6.15pm from 21st January. We aim to finish each after-service discussion at approximately 8 p.m. It is anticipated that those who decide to take the step of committing to becoming full Members of the Church will join at a special service, date to be arranged, sometime in April. 





On the basis that we are all enquirers and life-time explorers as far as faith is concerned, I hope that these informal after-service meetings will be the start of something significant – every bit as significant as that other new venture we started almost a year ago, the All-Age Service. Come and join us! 		             R.L.G.











Operation Christmas Child


Thanks to everyone who donated to     the shoebox appeal. We collected 255 boxes (up by 24 boxes) with more promised over the next few weeks. Our boxes leave on 10th December for the Ukraine.








MINISTER


Rev. Robert L Glover


Braemar Villa


2 Links Road


Port Seton


Tel: 812481


e-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:rlglover@btinternet.com" ��rlglover@btinternet.com�


(Please respect Monday


 as the Minister’s day off)








Sunday 7th January 2007


		Epiphany and 1st Sunday of the Year


10.15 a.m. All-age Family Worship including start of 


      Sunday School and Rock Club


11.00 a.m. Morning Worship		


 6.15 p.m. Evening Worship	


			   All with Rev Bob GLOVER


Sunday 14th January 


10.15 a.m. All-age Family Worship 


11.00 a.m.  Morning Worship		


 6.15 p.m. Evening Worship	


			   All with Rev Tom GORDON





Sunday 21st January – Start of a new series -   


          ‘Believing in the Church’ (see article)


10.15 a.m. All-age Family Worship 


11.00 a.m.  Morning Worship	-‘Belief and Faith’	


6.15 p.m. Evening Worship- ‘Living Faith’


7.15-8p.m.(approx) A Group for enquirers and others who wish to discuss the services.


			   All with Rev Bob GLOVER
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Kirk Session and Deacons Court Future meetings for 2007


17th January - Kirk Session, 14th February - Deacons Court


25th April -Deacons Court with Kirk Session meeting for essential business 


27th June- Deacons Court with Kirk Session meeting for essential business 


26th Sept.-Deacons Court with Kirk Session meeting for essential business 


24th Oct.  -Kirk Session


28th Nov. -Deacons Court with Kirk Session meeting for essential business. 


All meeting on Wednesdays at 7 pm.


 








The next meeting will be on 


Thursday 21st December at 10a.m.


 in Longniddry Inn.


This will be a Christmas Special


All Welcome


         





.











Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favour rests.” Luke 2.14





Thanks


Thanks have been received from Bill Stewart, Jenny Ferguson and Mary Smellie who have been ill recently and have appreciated prayers, cards, flowers and visits during this period. Their full messages of thanks can be found on the Church Noticeboard in the hall.











Sunday 10th December – Second Sunday in Advent


10.15 a.m. All-age Family Worship 


				       Amanda JOHNSTON


11.00 a.m.  Morning Worship		Rev Bob GLOVER


 


 6.15 p.m. Evening Worship		Duncan MORGAN





Sunday 17th December - Third Sunday in Advent


        10.15a.m., 11a.m. & 6.15p.m. Rev Bob GLOVER


Sunday 24th December (Christmas Eve)     


11.00 a.m. Family Service with Presentation by the 					         Sunday School 


5.00 p.m. Carol Service at Cockenzie House


6.15 p.m. Family Carol Service with music from our 


Occasional Choir


11.30 p.m. Watchnight Service


		       (Retiring Offerings for TEAR FUND)          





Monday 25th December (Christmas Day) 


11.00 a.m. Short Family Service


       (Retiring Offerings for TEAR FUND)





Sunday 31st December


		Services for the last day of the year.


11.00a.m. Morning Worship 


6.15p.m. Meditation for Old Years Night with some  


               hymns having a seasonal Scottish flavour.


		             











Scripture Union Bible Reading Notes & Pray Now


S.U. daily reading bible reading notes will be available from Amanda Johnston from 17th Dec.  Anyone who does not normally receive these can speak to Amanda who will give you some advice.


Pray Now Notes are also available form Amanda











Christmas Lunch - Sunday 24th December after the morning service.


Tickets £3 - accompanying children free. Available from 10th December


Menu: Turkey Soup and Trifle


Vegetarian option available











“Let us praise the Lord, the God of Israel! He has come to the help of his people and has set them free. He has


provided for us a mighty Saviour A descendant of his servant David” – Luke 1 v. 68 – 69











'Living the Gospel’











