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I keep my eyes always on the Lord. With him at my right hand,
I will not be shaken. Psalm 16 v18

Greetings everyone.
I have now been your Locum Minister for 4 months
- and what a wonderful 4 months it has been!
Jacqui and I are both enjoying the strong sense of
Christian community that exists in Chalmers and
your friendliness to everyone. We want to say a
very big thank you for the welcome, support and
encouragement you have given us since I took up
my post in May.

We hope you are having a good summer. Jacqui
and I had a wonderful holiday on Jersey in the
Channel Islands for two weeks and I know many of
you have already had great holidays. But if you
still have to go on holiday or are having a staycation instead of going away I hope the sun shines
and you all feel refreshed and ready for the new
great welcoming the many visitors from the
caravan park over the summer and we praise God
for their presence in our church. We pray every
blessing on them.
Since I became your Locum Minister, time seems to
go very fast. I am enjoying the early days of my
ministry with you and while it has been a
challenge to get to know you all I am truly doing
my best! I think I am good at recognising faces
and it is lovely to see those of you who come to
Church week by week. When I have visited folk in
their homes they have also made me feel very
welcome. The John Bellany Centre is one of the
places in Port Seton where we at Chalmers reach
out to our wider community and it was my
privilege to lead a service there last month. What a
blessing!
I also met the staff and pupils of
Cockenzie Primary School, when they came to the

EDITOR’S NOTE
Thanks to all who have contributed to this issue of the Church
Newsletter. The next issue will be available on Sunday 16th
October 2016. Articles for this edition should be with me by
Sunday 2nd October 2016. If you would like to E-Mail news you
can contact me on: chalmerschurch@btopenworld.com
or by phone on 819471
Sheila Bulloch

As you know my appointment here at Chalmers is
only temporary so we must pray for the Kirk
Session and the church as we move forward in the
process of appointing your new minister. During
this period of transition at Chalmers I look forward
to leading you in worship and service as we travel
through the coming months.
I pray that in
working together we will be able to demonstrate
our faith and God's love by caring for and
supporting each other, and the wider community,
by faithfully and effectively carrying out the work
that God has set before us. In this way we will be
able to make a positive contribution to His
Kingdom and the lives of others.

Mike

Jacqui Adds
Love and blessings from me too and thank you for
the amazing welcome you have given Mike and me
and for making us feel such a part of your church
family x

Interim Moderator
Rev Neil Dougall
ndougall@churchofscotland.org.uk
Locum Minister
Rev Mike Watson
Home telephone 01875 320043
Mobile 07702 229886
MWatson@churchofscotland.org.uk

The next Candle Coffee Club meeting
is on Thursday 15th September
at10.30a.m. In Longniddry Inn.
The speakers at this meeting will be
Gavin & Des Campbell
All most welcome

Children and Youth News
Work with children and youth continues to grow and develop in Cockenzie and Port Seton. In June we celebrated our Family Fun Day for Kids Kirk, an
opportunity for families and members of the congregation to join the team and children for some fun. Special thanks to the team for all their hard work over
the year there will be a photo album available soon showcasing our wonderful year.
For a week in July, our hall was transformed into the Seaside for Shipshapes - we had a fishing boat and our Adventure
Cruise Ship in the hall along with various items from Port Seton Harbour! Over the week, 35 children joined in the fun. We had
lots of new children, who had a fun week. All the children and families enjoyed our Family Time on the Thursday afternoon.
time to have a break and rest before the new session starts.
In September we will be having a Take Away at Kids Kirk. Over the year we will journey with the apostle Paul from the time he met Jesus on the road to
Damascus, through his journeys to tell people the good news of Jesus, to his letter to the young Christians in Rome. We hope the children come along on this
journey of discovery as to who Jesus is and something of what it means to follow him. There will be a link to a Take Away, so on the Sunday at the 10.15am
service we journey with the Take Away Treats.
If you are interested in joining our team, which has grown, please contact either of us. We would like to say a huge Thank You to our team, who caught the
Kids Kirk bug, and to the prayer support we have had. We are touched by the enthusiasm of so many people willing to spread the Love of Jesus Christ
throughout our village.
God Bless, Sheila Bulloch & Amanda Johnston

Kids Kirk and Youth Kirk contact details are - KidsKirk@chalmerschurch.co.uk or text on 07980 059 974
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Kids Kirk flourishes month by month, with children coming along to have fun, play games, make things, all while exploring
the bible. Youth Kirk will be continuing this September. There will be a bigger group joining as we have a group who have
just moved into P7. The young people from Kids Kirk are ready for the next challenges at Youth Kirk. For young people
Primary 7 - Secondary 3 meeting on the Sundays following Kids Kirk. 6pm – 7.30pm – PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF TIME

Session Section

As part of the process of calling a new minister, we are creating a revised parish profile of Chalmers Church. This includes
a ‘vision statement’, which is seen as a working document, reviewed from time to time by the Kirk Session.
Our vision is that elders and members of Chalmers Memorial Church seek to affirm the love of God for all people, in
worship and outreach opportunities; to take on the responsibilities of Christian Discipleship by following the example
and teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ; to show God's love to the people of Cockenzie & Port Seton and its environs,
by witnessing to the gospel of Jesus Christ and reaching out especially to those we know who are in need; and, to share
our Christian values with local services aiming to build a caring community.
How do we achieve this vision? We do it by the outgoing nature of the membership of the Church - by the strength we
receive from each other at worship, in various prayer and fellowship groups, and in many other shared activities in the
church. Also, when sharing tea and
after the
11am
Sunday
we feel
this
when
the hall is so often a buzz of
To coffee
book a space
please
contact
Sheilaservice,
– 07980
059
974
/ KidsKirk@chalmerschurch.co.uk
conversation about the word we have just heard, current situations we may have prayed for, or music we have
sung. Finally, our many activities welcome members of the community at large into our buildings, and we also take a
Christian presence and perspective into other community organisations and centres.

What is it? It is a midweek time of fellowship for people within and outside the church.
What happens at it? There are different things on each Wednesday to suit men and women of all ages.
On the 1st Wednesday of the month there is a Craft Group at 10.30am. Perhaps you have a talent for sewing or
knitting and could put this to good use and help raise funds for the Stewardship Campaign. Come along for a
natter & a cuppa with like-minded people. On the 2nd Wednesday two things happen. In the morning at 10am a
small group meet for prayer for our church family. If you have a special prayer request then this can be given to
Joyce or better still come along and have this time of fellowship with us. In the afternoon at 1.30pm it is the Get
Together. Again a time of fellowship over a cuppa listening to a speaker or maybe doing a quiz etc. Transport is
provided if needed. The 3rd Wednesday at 12 noon is the Lunches which speaks for itself. The ladies of the church
work tirelessly to provide soup, a roll (with a hot or cold filling), tea & cake - all for £4.50 - a real bargain! The
last Wednesday of the month is Coffee Time at 10am. Why not join us for a cappuccino or a pot of tea with
lovely home baking and a time to catch up with others? Parents and Toddlers are most welcome at coffee time
and lunches.
So, you see there's a lot going on and many people work hard to provide these things for us and it would be good
if more people came along to support them. This is your church, come and be part of it.
(Note - if there are 5 Wednesdays in the month there is nothing on the 4th one).

Fundraising

Thanks

The Stewardship Committee is
concentrating its efforts on
fundraising.

Loreen & Rab Courtney would like to thank everyone for the beautiful flowers

Since the last Newsletter we
enjoyed Tea in the Garden on
the 6th July. Many thanks to
Joyce Buchanan for organising
this. The weather stayed fair,
great fun was had by all and we
raised £293.

Cathy and George Smith appreciated the flowers they received from the church,

Dates for your diary:
Saturday 3rd September at
2.00pm Late Summer fair, with
refreshment and various stalls.
Your chance to pick up a
bargain. This will be a great
afternoon not to be missed!
Friday 7th October at 7.30pm Singer Anna Filogonio. Mezzo
Soprano Ana wowed the Guild
last year and we are delighted
she is making a return visit to
Chalmers.
Tickets £5 from
James Watters or George Smith
Saturday 5th November Silent Auction. We are looking
for good quality items, for
example Paintings & Prints,
Jewellery
Crystal and good
glassware
Donated vouchers
for meals etc. We cannot accept
clothes or electrical goods.
To donate see Duncan Morgan
or phone 01875 812071.
Donations will be received from
Sat. 22nd October
Friday 25th November at
7.30pm - Quiz Night. Tom
Gordon says he won’t make it
too difficult!!
John Bellany is organising a
Sponsored Walk at a date to be
arranged, while early in the
Spring next year we are
planning another concert by the
Dalkeith and Monkton Hall
Brass Band.
Keep up to date with what’s
going on by keeping an eye on
the Fundraising Notice Board in
the Church Hall
George Smith,
Stewardship Convenor

received after the death of Rab's Mum and for all the support, prayers and
practical help given during a very arduous time.
during a bit of an anxious time.

A big Thank You from Tom & Dorothy Tervit for the lovely flowers given to them
following the loss of their much loved Westie Mac. The floral arrangement and
kind words were very much appreciated.
Dear people from Chalmers Church,
During our holiday at Seton Sands we visited your church and attended your
family service on Sunday 17th July.
Thank you for your kind and warm welcome. Our children had a great time and
so had we. It's great to know that even though we're far away from home, there's
a church with people who believe in the same God and Jesus like we do.
We had a great holiday! Keep up the good works you do with everyone of
Chalmers Church.
Kind regards, Abigail & Iain, Marianne & Johan, The Netherlands

The schools have gone back – the nights are drawing in – in another
month we will start to think about the beginning of the Guild! For 82
years women of this Church here have met together on a Monday
evening as part of the Church of Scotland Woman’s Guild – and
before that as a Mothers Meeting since before the 1900s.
The Church of Scotland Guild is a movement within the Church of Scotland which
invites and encourages both women and men to commit their lives to Jesus Christ
and enables them to express their faith in worship, prayer and action. With around
23,000 members, the Guild is one of Scotland's largest voluntary organisations.
Although women make up the bulk of our membership, increasingly, men are
becoming members and taking active roles at local and national levels. The Guild's
motto is taken from Acts 27, verse 23: 'Whose we are and Whom we serve’. Under
that Aim we have a different strategy every three years and for 2015-2018 this is “Be
Bold, be strong”. Within that we have different themes to discuss and six different
projects to support. After the first year of this strategy the amount collected for the
projects amounted to £238,349 and still two years to go! – an amazing amount!
Unfortunately these days all over the country the Guild is losing membership – folks
think they are never old enough to come to the Guild! Friends we need some
younger folks to carry on this work! Most of the membership at the moment joined
when they were in their 20s! This is not just a club. We meet together to learn
more about what is going on in the Church, nationally and worldwide and as our
motto says “to express our faith in worship, prayer and action”. Why not think about
joining us? The Guild resumes on Monday 3rd October at 7.15pm - Opening social –
with the Harbour Lights choir. All welcome.
Alice Hood

PRAYER
Through every minute of this day, be with me, Lord!
Through every day of all this week, be with me, Lord!
Through every week of all this year, be with me, Lord!
Through all the years of all this life, be with me, Lord!
So shall the days and weeks and years be threaded on a golden cord.
And all draw on with sweet accord into thy fullness, Lord, that so, when time is
past, by grace I may, at last, be with thee, Lord.

John Oxenham

Services and Meetings
Sunday
10:15 a.m. All-age Family Worship (in Hall)
11.00 a.m. Morning Worship (with Crèche)
6:15 p.m. Evening Worship (as advertised)
6-7.30pm Youth Kirk (3rd Sunday of month) (Sept – June)
Monday
7:15 p.m.

The Guild (Oct - March)

Tuesday
10.00 a.m. Chalmers Ramblers Walking Group
7.30 p.m. Prayer Meeting

10.30-11.30a.m. Chalmers Crafters (1st of month)
10 - 11a.m.
Prayer Time (2nd of month)
1.30 – 3pm
Get Together (2nd of month)
12-2p.m.
Lunches (3rd of month)
10a.m – 12noon Coffee Time (last of month)

Wednesday – Evening Activities
5 – 6 p.m.
1st Port Seton Rainbows (Sept. - June)
6:30 p.m.
Boys Brigade –
- 7:45p.m
{Anchor boys and Junior Section
{Company Section (Sept. - June)
8.00p.m.
Badminton Group
Thursday
5:15 – 6:15p.m. 1st Cockenzie Rainbows }
6:30 – 8 p.m. 2nd Port Seton Brownies}
(Sept. - June)
Friday
1 – 3.30pm Childcare National 4 Group
(Aug – April)
Saturday
8.00 – 9.15a.m Prayer Breakfast (last of month)
10am-12noon Kids Kirk (3rd Sat of month)
(Sept – June)

OUR WORSHIP
Rev Mike Watson will conduct worship unless otherwise stated.
th

Sunday 28 August
10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship – Duncan Morgan
11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship

Sunday 2nd October
10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship – Mary Gordon
11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship with Guild Dedication

Sunday 4th September
10.15 a.m. All-Age Family Worship – Ian Bulloch
11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship

Sunday 9th October
10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship – Joyce Buchanan
11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship

Sunday 11th September
10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship – Mike Watson
11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship

Sunday 16th October
10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship – Tom Gordon
- Take Away Treats
11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship

Sunday 18th September
10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship – Amanda Johnston
– Take Away Treats
11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship
Sunday 25th September
(Please note NO 10.15am SERVICE)
11.00 a.m. Harvest Thanksgiving
6.15p.m. Harvest of the Sea
MINISTER –
In Transition
Tel: 01875 819254
TREASURER
Mrs Janet Farquhar
Tel: 811863
FLOWER CONVENER
Mrs Lyn Marshall
Tel: 814265

Sunday 23rd October
10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship – George Smith
11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship

Funerals
On 3rd August 2016
Gerry McGuirk, Seton Sands, Port Seton
On 11th August 2016
Jennifer Ferguson, Links Road, Port Seton.

SESSION CLERK
HALL LETS
th
Mrs Mary Gordon
Miss Jean Johnston
On 8 May 2016
Tel: 812262
Tel: 810520
Ellie Stewart
ACCESS to the HALL contact
BEADLE
Mr Tom Donaldson
Vacancy
Tel: 812023
Tel:
ORGANIST
PRAYER SECRETARY
Mrs Pamela Zenati
Mrs Patricia Knox
Tel: 813641
Tel: 815423

Please recycle this newsletter and care for the earth as God intended
SC004630 Cockenzie and Port Seton: Chalmers Memorial Parish Church (Church of Scotland) 'Scottish Charity'. www.chalmerschurch.co.uk

