Chalmers Memorial Church Newsletter
Autumn 2018

Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring
Proverbs 27 v1

The Manse
October 2018

Dear Friends,

I am writing this letter just a few days after we shared in our Harvest Services. This was the first
time that I had seen the church sanctuary with its Harvest displays in place and, again, I was
struck by the skills and talents of those in our congregation who could put all of this together. A
huge thank you to them and, of course, to all who gave so generously towards the Harvest gifts
for the East Lothian Foodbank located in Tranent.

At our Harvest service we took time to watch a very poignant video clip about a lady called
Suzanne and how, through circumstances beyond her control, that she and her husband had both
lost their jobs and found themselves without enough to feed them and their family on. Telling her
story so calmly and with such dignity, Suzanne reflected upon how having little food left her and
her family not only hungry but also full of guilt... and even fear. Guilt at not being able to fulfil
what she felt was her duty - to feed her family but fear at what might happen were someone in
the world of “officialdom” to determine that she was not able to offer her children a place of
safety and security.

It really set the backdrop for our whole service as we thought about how Jesus took five loaves
and two fishes and made that enough to feed five thousand people.

In loving hands gifts are multiplied. With generous hearts and minds, people are fed. With
compassion, those in need are led beyond the despair of the moment to a place where they can
begin to see light at the end of the tunnel.

Given support and time, those in need can get themselves back on track so long as that support is
offered without judgement. First and foremost, people must be accepted as they are... just as we
would like to be accepted as we are, with all our own failings and faults.

For Christians this acceptance of others is surely rooted in God's acceptance of us. That is what
we call “Grace”

The American preacher, Adrian Rogers, once wrote: “Grace is God's acceptance of us. Faith is our
acceptance of God accepting us.”

Or as the writer Philip Yancey once put it: “Grace means there is nothing I can do to make God
love me more, and nothing I can do to make God love me less. It means that I, even I who
deserve the opposite, am invited to take my place at the table in God’s family.”

Now that is Amazing and accepting Grace...!

Let's keep on accepting others just as God has accepted us - an acceptance and grace that can
transform others and which can certainly transform us.

Your friend and minister

Robin Allison (Rev) : EDITOR’S NOTE ;
gtoccceccsceeccseencsssscsceecccecces ¢ Thanks to all who have contributed to this issue of the Church :
Our Minister s Newsletter. The next issue will be available on

Rev Robin N Allison . Sunday 9" December 2018.
Braemar Villa, o Articles for this edition should be with me by
2 Links Road, ¢ Sunday 25" November 2018.

Port Seton . If you would like to E-Mail news you can contact me:
01875 812225 . chalmerschurch@btopenworld.com

rallison@churchofscotland.org.uk Sheila Bulloch
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Chlldr'en and Youth News

The children and youth work kicked off again in September with a busy Saturday Kids Kirk and a noisy but
thoughtful Sunday evening Youth Kirk.

Kids Kirk recapped the story of Moses and looked at Caleb, one of the Heroes of Faith. We continue to build
relationships with the young people and have had some new faces join us. Youth Kirk thought about how it would
feel to be isolated, prompting some interesting conversations. This session we are exploring the meaning of Jesus’ ‘I
am’ sayings.

There will be some changes to our regular pattern due to the work being done in the Church hall. Our November

sessions for Kids Kirk (17") and Youth Kirk (18™) will take place in Cockenzie Methodist Church. Please pray for
the boys and girls and leaders as they improvise from month to month.

Our Christmas Holiday Club will be on Saturday 8% December 10am - 3pm -
The Mystery of the New Noisy Neighbour. This event is open to children in P1 -
P7, costing £4 per child. EVERYONE is invited to join us from 2.30pm to see
what we've been up to and to join in with some fun activities. More details will
be posted on our Facebook Page — www.facebook.com/chalmersmemorial and on
the intimations. There will be a special event for the Youth Kirk on Sunday 9*
S December - look out for more details nearer the time.
If you are lookmg for information on any of the events we are running, please contact us: Sheila Bulloch &
Amanda Johnston KidsKirk@chalmerschurch.co.uk or 07980 059 974.

| Thanks i

i Mary & Frank Birney wish to thank everyone for the kind wishes they received as they celebrated their wedding
vow renewals.

David Harkess and family would like to thank the congregation for the flowers, cards and phone calls they -
. received following the death of Margaret Harkess. I

I Cathy Smith says thank you to her church family for the flowers. They helped to cheer her up at 3 difficult °
" time.

Margaret Purves would like to say thank you for the flowers received following 3 low time in her life.
I My sincere thanks to all at Chalmers for the flowers and kind thoughts shown to me at this time. John Aldred.

" Sylvia Imrie expresses her thanks for the flowers she received and for the lovely welcome when she recently I

I joined the church. I

. General thanks for flowers delivered after a Sunday service — we have received several thanks for these which are displayed on the
Church Notice Board

[ ] | | | | | | ﬂ
. Wedding Renewal

Stepping Stones - A Local Bereavement Support Programme
On 18t August, Frank & Mary Birney ™ Stepping Stones is a group-based bereavement support programme developed by a

) ) - number of trained local people and co-ordinated by an experienced professional. The
renewed ftheir wedding vows. programme lasts for six weeks and explores various aspects of loss. Stepping Stones
5 B I F F offers an opportunity to share with other bereaved folk and to benefit from the insights

of experlenced resource people.
The next programme begins in

The Port Seton Community Centre
On Monday 29th October 2018 at 2pm

T}'}e next Candle Cogee C|ub meetfng
is on Thursclay i 5th Dcccmbcr at
10.%0a.m in Longnidclrg Jnn. Tl‘lis will be a
Christmas SPCC'aI The sPcaker e Ifyu are interested in attending or would like more information, contact the

Rev Frank Hartlc!j lﬂ, WICHM’ programme co-ordinator by phone on 07724 916700 or by e-mail at:
steppingstones.mail@gmail.com

A” most welcome
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As a result of the work required, as detailed below, the Church Hall will be out of use for a couple of months. We
have talked to our friends at the Old Parish and Cockenzie Methodist and a number of the regular activities, but
not all, can be transferred to these venues. We are very grateful to the folk at both churches for their help over
this time - another example of cooperation between our churches.

George Smith, Deputy Session Clerk

Arrangements are in hand for the asbestos found in the basement and the panels behind the hall
radiators to be removed, starting on Monday 15th October. Based on current plans the asbestos will be
removed and replaced by early November, when the electrician will be able to start work with the
rewiring project. Hopefully they will be finished by the 7th of December but it is possible they will need
to come back in early January to complete some of the work. When the contractors are working in the
hall we will have limited access. Access will be strictly forbidden when the asbestos work is taking place.
The Kirk Session realise these works will cause inconvenience but the work needs to be done and now
that asbestos has been found we would be failing in our duty of ensuring everyone using the hall is safe.
Timescales may change but we will try and keep everyone up to date as far as is possible.
John Murdoch

Churches Together

We continue to meet regularly with our friends from the Old Kirk and the Methodist Church. This
enables us to work together to further the work of God in our community.

One of the things we look at is fo make the most of opportunities to worship together. Our next
joint service will be a Songs of Praise Service at 6.30pm in Chalmers on Sunday 24 December.

Laurent Vernet has moved to a church in East Kilbride so the Methodist ministry is now being
covered jointly by Rev Hilda Warwick and Rev Elizabeth Harfleet.

We are planning our Christmas card, to be distributed to all homes in Cockenzie and Port Seton,
detailing church activities during Advent and Christmas.

Stewardship

Our “Summer Fair” has now become an annual event, held this year on 8th of September. It was a
really well supported community event, with a busy church hall and lots of people ready to
spend. Over a couple of hours, we raised over £1,400, which, with later donations, became
£1,512. Very many thanks to everyone who organised stalls, baked, gave items to sell, served teas
and coffees and, of course, to all those of you who came along and spent your money!

On Friday 5th October, once again we enjoyed the Dalkeith and Monktonhall Brass Band, and
raised £453 which will be split equally. Due to the work being completed in the hall, Tom Gordon'’s
Quiz Night has been postponed until the new year.

Since the Stewardship Committee was formed over 4 years we have concentrated on Finance
and Fundraising. Now is the time to look at other aspects of Christian Stewardship. The Church of
Scotland National Stewardship Programmes has proposed a 3-year programme covering the
giving of Time, Talent and Money. Should we decide to look at Time or Talent, we would pick a
month, outside of the main festivals and special occasions, to be designated as the SEASON FOR
STEWARDSHIP and focus the congregation’s life on this theme during that month. Watch this
space! George Smith

Trauma Teddies - Calling all knitters. Would you like to knit a teddy
which will then be passed to children 1st / Police Scotland to be
given to children who have been affected by trauma/abuse etc . If

you w ould like a patte rn please contact Anne Sutherland (email
anneguiding@yahoo.co.uk) Completed teddies can be returned to her
and will then be sent to children 1st.
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Services and Meetings

Sunday
10:15 a.m. All-age Worship (in Hall)

11.00 a.m. Morning Worship
6:15 p.m. Evening Worship (as advertised)

6-7.30pm Youth Kirk (3 Sunday of month) (Sept — June)

Monday

2.30 p.m.  The Guild (Oct - March)

Tuesday
10.00 a.m. Chalmers Ramblers Walking Group

7.30 p.m. Prayer Meeting

Welcot dhesday
10.30-11.30a.m. Chalmers Crafters (1% of month)

1.30 —-3pm  Indoor Curling (1% & last of month)
10 - 11a.m.  Prayer Time (2" of month)

1.30 —-3pm  Get Together (2" of month)
12-2p.m. Lunches (3" of month)

10a.m — 12noon Coffee Time (last of month)
— DR
Sunday 21t October

10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship — Mary Gordon
11.00 a.m. Morning Worship — Rev Tom Gordon

Sunday 28™ October
10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship — Duncan Morgan

11.00 a.m. Morning Worship with Sacrament of
HOLY COMMUNION
6.15 p.m. Evening Worship with

HOLY COMMUNION

Sunday 4" November
10.15 All-Age Worship — Colin Sutherland
11.00 a.m. Morning Worship

Sunday 11" November (NO 10.15am SERVICE)
10.50 a.m. Service at War Memorial
11.15 a.m. (approx.)

Remembrance Service

Wednesday — Evening Activities

5-6p.m. 1% Port Seton Rainbows (Sept. - June)

6:30 p.m. Boys Brigade —

- 7:45p.m {Anchor boys and Junior Section
{Company Section (Sept. - June)

8.00p.m. Badminton Group

Thursday

5:15 — 6:15p.m. 1% Cockenzie Rainbows }

6:30 -8 p.m. 2" Port Seton Brownies}
(Sept. - June)
Friday

10 - 10.45a.m. Stretch and Strength Exercise Class

Saturday
8.00 — 9.15a.m Prayer Breakfast (last of month)

10am-12noon Kids Kirk (3" Sat of month)
(Sept — June)

OUR WORSHIP

Rev Robin Allison will conduct worship unless otherwise stated.

Sunday 18" November
10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship — Heroes of Faith

— Amanda Johnston
11.00 a.m. Morning Worship

Sunday 25" November

10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship — Tom Gordon

11.00 a.m. Morning Worship

6.15 p.m. Evening Worship with HOLY COMMUNION

Sunday 2" December — 1%t in Advent

10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship — George Smith
11.00 a.m. Morning Worship — Marilynn Steele
6.30pm Joint Churches ‘Songs of Praise’

Sunday 9" December — 2™ in Advent
10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship — Rev Robin Allison
11.00 a.m. Morning Worship

Sunday 16" December — 3" in Advent
10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship — lan Bulloch
11.00 a.m. Morning Worship

MINISTER SESSION CLERK HALL LETS
Rev Robin Allison Mrs Mary Gordon Mrs Dorothy Tervit
Tel: 812225 Tel: 812262 Tel: 898937
TREASURER ACCESS to the HALL contact BEADLE
Mr lan Bulloch Mr Tom Donaldson VACANCY
Tel: 852717 Tel: 812023 Tel:
FLOWER CONVENER ORGANIST
Mrs Lyn Marshall Mrs Pamela Zenati
Tel: 814265 Tel: 813641
Y
@ —  Please recycle this newsletter and care for the earth as God intended

SC004630 Cockenzie and Port Seton: Chalmers Memorial Parish Church (Church of Scotland) ‘Scott

ish Charity'. www.chalmerschurch.co.uk
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