Chalmers Memorial Church Newsletter
Easter 2017

th

On 6 February
On 15th February
On 2nd March
On 30th March

Funerals
James Wybar, Port Seton
Janet McNeill, Port Seton
James Swan, Longniddry
Alastair Kidd, Cockenzie

Thanks
Mary and Alex Scott would like to thank everyone for the
flowers and good wishes they received following recent times
in hospital.

Jacqui Watson would like to thank all her friends at
Chalmers for the lovely flowers she received when she was
unwell recently.

EDITOR’S NOTE
Thanks to all who have contributed to this issue of the Church
Newsletter. The next issue will be available on Sunday 11th June
2017. Articles for this edition should be with me by Sunday 28th
May. If you would like to E-Mail news you can contact me on:
chalmerschurch@btopenworld.com or by phone on 819471
On 8th May 2016 Sheila Bulloch

Ellie Stewart
Interim Moderator
Rev Neil Dougall
Home telephone 01620 892132
ndougall@churchofscotland.org.uk
Locum Minister
Rev Mike Watson
Home telephone 01875 320043
Mobile 07702 229886
MWatson@churchofscotland.org.uk

Sheila Watters would like to thank the church for all the
lovely flowers received during a long period of absence.
I would like to thank the church for the flowers we received
on the 20th anniversary of our mother’s tragic death. They
were very much appreciated. The McPhee Family.
Thanks are expressed to everyone who sponsored the
Chalmers Ramblers, the total raised was £935.

Due to the lack of space in the newsletter, I am unable to
record every ‘thank you’ for the flowers received on a
Sunday. These will therefore be posted in the noticeboard on
the hall. Thanks for flowers received for special occasions will
be mentioned in the newsletter.
Sheila, editor

ADVENT ANGELS - Many congregations have, for the last few years, been producing Advent Angels
to distribute around their towns or villages to pass on Christmas greetings or invite people to church.
The Crafters are taking up this challenge but need the help of other knitters in the congregation. Easy
patterns are available from Dorothy Tervit or Elizabeth Glover. Alternatively you can knit rectangles In white DK wool, size 4mm needles cast on 25 stitches and stocking stitch 5 inches. A collecting box
will be in the church vestibule for contributions. Thank you.

Session Section

Our vacancy procedure moves on! Thanks to those who joined their thoughts to the discussion which the Kirk
Session had at their last meeting concerning the kind of ministry that we need in our church in the future. Several
points were expressed from members of the congregation, and we take strength from the trust you show in us to
make informed decisions on the church's behalf.
Our discussion was wide ranging and took into account not only our past and current experiences, but also looked
to the future of what is facing the church with the decline of available ministers and the developing vision of what
this might mean in the coming years. We wish to not only maintain but also develop our witness in our
community along with our neighbours, and it was felt by the majority that a full-time ministry rather than a
ministry under Guardianship was preferred to make this possible.
This Newsletter comes out on the day we will be electing our Nominating Committee who will begin the search
for a new full-time minister. Once their work is started, we will be kept informed of process only until a solenominee is appointed. This may take some months, but we know we are in the safest of hands currently with
Mike to encourage us.
Other more practical decisions continue to challenge us, and the Stewardship Committee has the responsibility for
weighing up some options against costs involved. This will be further explained as we approach the Day of Giving.
Our Accounts for 2016 have been approved and will be presented to you at our Stated Annual Meeting which will
be held after the service of Communion on 30th April.
God is with us in all our deliberations, and so are you in your prayers for us. Thankyou...

Mary Gordon, Session Clerk

Children and Youth News

On Friday 3rd March we were treated
to a great evening of music and song
from the musicals, by Ross Hamilton
and Friends. The proceeds of the
evening were shared between
ourselves and one of the music
projects which Ross is running. Our
share was £280 which has gone to our
Restoration fund. Our thanks again to
Ross for organising this and for all the
hard work by many which ensured the
success of the evening.
Look out for the next event, a concert
in the Church Hall by the Dalkeith
and Monktonhall Brass Band on the
21st April - Tickets (or at the door) £7
(children
£3)
George
Smith,
Stewardship
Convenor
01875
898746 / geoas0101@gmail.com
World Mission Stamp Project
Thank you to all who have collected
stamps towards the World Mission
Stamp Project Appeal. The 2016
appeal which runs up until the end of
February 2017 has up-do-date raised
an amazing total of £3,528 which will
be used to support the Church of
South India’s Othara Eco-Spirituality
Centre near Thiruvalla in
Kerala. This is a place where people
can come to learn about climate
change and the importance of
conserving the earth God has given
us.
The Stamp Project for 2017 will be to
support the Giffin Institution of
Theology in Southern Sudan to help
in the provision of books.
I shall be pleased at any time to
receive used stamps to be passed on to
World Mission. Alice Hood

Holy Week
th

Monday 10 April
7.30 p.m. Holy Week Service in Chalmers Church with members of the Guild.
Maundy Thursday 13th April
7.30p.m. United Communion Service in Cockenzie Methodist Church
Good Friday 14th April
2 - 3 p.m. Silent Vigil – Church open for private prayers in Chalmers Church
7.30p.m. Easter Service in Chalmers Church
Easter Sunday 16th April
10.00 a.m. Easter Family Breakfast
11.00am Easter Family Service in Chalmers Church

GIFT AID
Charities rely more and more on income from Gift Aid donations and this
congregation is no exception. Gift Aid allows charities to recover 25% from HMRC
where donors are tax payers. In 2016 our income from donations was £84,220 of
which £12,298 resulted from Gift Aid tax recoveries. Most Church congregations,
including us, would find life very difficult if we did not recover this money from
HMRC.
The Kirk Session has actively promoted Gift Aid for some years and while we have
been reasonably successful more needs to be done. We would ask if you pay income
tax and have not signed up please do so now. It’s quite simple, all you need to do is
to sign a form indicating that you are a tax payer and as HMRC do complete audits
we need to be able to identify payments and ask donors to either use FWO envelopes
or to have a Bankers Order in place.
Some people have signed a Gift Aid form and put cash into the open plate but as we
cannot physically identify that money we cannot recover any Gift Aid. If you are one
of those then please consider changing how you donate. The Kirk Session has also
decided that those donating money at all our events, lunches, fund raising, restoration
etc. should be given the opportunity to Gift Aid their donation. People will be asked
to provide their details (name, address, post code and amount) on a standard form or
place their donation in a Gift Aid envelope. We have been doing this for some time,
with limited success but we could do better - after all it does not cost anyone any
more.
It is becoming more difficult to increase our income to cover ongoing costs but if we
can recover more Gift Aid income then that will help the financial position in these
difficult times. At present our Gift Aid income is about 15% of our donated income.
If we can get that up to 20% what a difference that would make. Surely that can be
achieved with not too much effort.
If anyone would like more information or want to start using Gift Aid then please
speak to me or Eleanor Willins.
John Murdoch

Services and Meetings
Sunday
10:15 a.m. All-age Family Worship (in Hall)
11.00 a.m. Morning Worship (with Crèche)
6:15 p.m. Evening Worship (as advertised)
6-7.30pm Youth Kirk (3rd Sunday of month) (Sept – June)
Monday
7:15 p.m.

The Guild (Oct - March)

Tuesday
10.00 a.m. Chalmers Ramblers Walking Group
7.30 p.m. Prayer Meeting

10.30-11.30a.m. Chalmers Crafters (1st of month)
1.30 – 3pm
Indoor Curling (1st & last of month)
10 - 11a.m.
Prayer Time (2nd of month)
1.30 – 3pm
Get Together (2nd of month)
12-2p.m.
Lunches (3rd of month)
10a.m – 12noon Coffee Time (last of month)

Wednesday – Evening Activities
5 – 6 p.m.
1st Port Seton Rainbows (Sept. - June)
6:30 p.m.
Boys Brigade –
- 7:45p.m
{Anchor boys and Junior Section
{Company Section (Sept. - June)
8.00p.m.
Badminton Group
Thursday
5:15 – 6:15p.m. 1st Cockenzie Rainbows }
6:30 – 8 p.m. 2nd Port Seton Brownies}
(Sept. - June)
Friday
1 – 3.30pm Childcare National 4 Group
(Aug – April)
Saturday
8.00 – 9.15a.m Prayer Breakfast (last of month)
10am-12noon Kids Kirk (3rd Sat of month)
(Sept – June)

OUR WORSHIP
Rev Mike Watson will conduct worship unless otherwise stated.
Sunday 9th April – Palm Sunday
10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship – Amanda Johnston
11.00 a.m. Morning Worship

Sunday 21st May
10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship – Take Away Treat – Ian Bulloch
11.00 a.m. Morning Worship – Rev Tom Gordon

Sunday 16th April –Easter Sunday
10.00 am Easter Family Breakfast
11.00 a.m. Easter Family Service

Sunday 28th May – Marathon Sunday
10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship – George Smith
11.00 a.m. Morning Worship
6.15 p.m. Evening Worship – Rev Tom Gordon

Sunday 23rd April
10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship - Tom Gordon
11.00 a.m. Morning Worship

Sunday 4th June – Pentecost
10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship – Rev Mike Watson

Sunday 30th April – Day of Commitment
10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship – Duncan Morgan
11.00 a.m. Morning Worship with Sacrament of
HOLY COMMUNION. Followed by the S.A.M
6.15 p.m. Evening Worship – Rev Tom Gordon

Please note this service will take place in the Church due to Hall being used
for 3 Harbours Art Festival

Sunday 7th May
10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship – Mary Gordon
11.00 a.m. Morning Worship

Please note this service will take place in the Church due to Hall being used
for 3 Harbours Art Festival

Sunday 14th May
11.00 a.m. Joint Service in Chalmers for
Christian Aid with Marilyn Steel DCS
MINISTER –
In Transition
Tel: 01875 819254
TREASURER
Mr Ian Bulloch
Tel: 852717
FLOWER CONVENER
Mrs Lyn Marshall
Tel: 814265

11.00 a.m. Morning Worship
Sunday 11th June – Trinity
10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship – Joyce Buchanan
11.00 a.m. Morning Worship

Easter Daffodils
Would like to help decorate the church for Easter? We will be collecting Daffodils
from Gosford Estate on Saturday 15th April. Please speak to Loreen Courtney for
further information.

SESSION CLERK
Mrs Mary Gordon
Tel: 812262
ACCESS to the HALL contact
Mr Tom Donaldson
Tel: 812023
ORGANIST
Mrs Pamela Zenati
Tel: 813641

HALL LETS
Miss Jean Johnston
Tel: 810520
BEADLE
Vacancy
Tel:
PRAYER SECRETARY
Mrs Patricia Knox
Tel: 815423

Please recycle this newsletter and care for the earth as God intended
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