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As a mother comforts her child, so will I comfort you;
and you will be comforted over Jerusalem (Isaiah 66 v13)
Dear friends at Chalmers,
I am writing this on a sunny Saturday winter afternoon.
We moved some rooms in the Manse around; my former
study has become the nursery. My new study is north
facing but still a bright room with a view in the garden. I
have a new desk and a few new shelves. The sun is
lighting up the room this afternoon and gives a real
feeling of anticipation of spring and Easter to come. The
garden outside the window also gives a sense God’s
creative Spirit who makes all things new. Easter is
coming early this year, but I think we all can’t wait for
new beginnings after the darkness of the winter. In the
January services I have preached about the darkness in
the world which at times seems to be all-consuming and
at times more powerful than God’s light and love and
goodness. Many of us are struggling with the question of
why God can let all this happen and how and when the
darkness of the world will be overcome for good. 2
Corinthians 4:6-10 offers us some comfort. Here the
Apostle Paul writes about the light that shines in and
through the darkness. And he encourages us, who
always have Christ with us, to let the light of God shine.
The light that starts at Christmas with God’s love and
hope for the world, shines on through Holy Week and
the darkness of death and points us to Easter. At Easter
our hope becomes certain and we all are given the gift of
life afresh.

EDITOR’S NOTE
Thanks to all who have contributed to this issue of the Church
Newsletter. The next issue will be available on Easter Sunday 27 th
March 2015. Articles for this edition should be with me by
Sunday 13 th March 2015. If you would like to E-Mail news you
can contact me on: chalmerschurch@btopenworld.com or by
phone on 819471
Sheila Bulloch

And the tender buds of renewal are already visible - not
only in the Manse garden but also at Chalmers Church.
The Kirk Session will set out to explore how we, as God’s
people, can make God’s light shine in Cockenzie and Port
Seton in the future. Audrey McLaren, who has worked
with us before, will meet with us to take stock where we
are now that I have come back from Maternity Leave and
to discern how we can take our work forward for God
and for the greater good of the people in this place.
And there will also be signs of renewal in the Manse
itself. The Fabric Committee and Kirk Session have
agreed to have new radiators fitted, to have the
bathroom and toilet renovated and two windows
replaced. The Manse family will greatly appreciate this.
Please keep our congregation, the Kirk Session and me as
your Minister in your prayers as we open this new
chapter of God’s church in our village.
With every blessing for Lent an Easter,
Kristina
MINISTER

Rev. Kristina Herbold Ross,
Braemar Villa, 2 Links Road, Port Seton
819254
KHerboldRoss@churchofscotland.org.uk
(Please respect Monday as the Minister’s
day off)
Reflections on Easter
There will be Bible
Study in the run up
to Easter. Meeting at
7.30pm in the
Transept on
Tuesdays from
23rd February to
15th March.
All Welcome

The next Candle
Coffee Club meeting
is on
Thursd ay 17 th March
at10.30a.m
In Longniddry Inn.
All most welcome

Fundraising
It is good to be able to report that, while we wait for figures to be confirmed in our annual accounts for the past year, there is little
there
have been some significant contributions since then. A considerable amount of this has come from individual donations and donations in
the form of regular giving, as well as fund raising activities.
Since we last reported to you we have had a number of very successful fundraising activi ties:
 The Crafters work continues; so far, since they began work in the spring, they have raised at least £1,700.
 A small group of Walkers were sponsored and raised a magnificent £750

£650
 A concert by Dalkeith and Monkton Hall Brass Band saw our share of ticket sales give us £275.

Night (great fun had by all!) raised £300
We now loo
Sunday 21 February at 3pm in the Church. A recital by Bob Gordon (organ) With Christina Gray and Mary Gordon.
Saturday 30 April at 2pm. A bags Bead and Scarf Sale.
Still to be finalised: A tribute to Doris Day and a Silent Auction.
Other ideas in the pipeline include an Easter Thanksgiving Meal and perhaps a Summer Fayre.
Such has been the success of all our fund raising activities last year, it seems a good idea to run them again in 2016! We will be in touch
with the various organisers to see if we can progress this. In the meantime please get in touch if you have a fundraising ide a you think
we could use.
Very many thanks to all those of you who have supported our fundraising campaign, either by your donations, by organising an event or
by coming along and supporting us.
Please continue to remember us in your prayers, because all of this activity is about enabling us to co ntinue our work and witness for
God and for His glory in this place.
George Smith, Stewardship Convenor

Thanks

Holy Week
Monday 21

st

March

Willie MacDonald, wishes to thank the Church

7.30 p.m. Holy Week Service in Chalmers Church

for the flowers following the death of his
brother, Rab.

with members of the Guild. All welcome.
Maundy Thursday 25th March
7.30p.m. United Communion Service in Cockenzie Methodist Church

Margaret Purves would like to say Thank You

Good Friday 25th March

for the church flowers received following the
death of her beloved sister Elaine.

2 - 3 p.m. Silent Vigil – Church open for private prayers in
Chalmers Church
7.30p.m. Easter Service in Cockenzie Old
(preacher Rev Kristina Herbold Ross)
Easter Sunday 27th March
10.00 a.m. Easter Family Breakfast
11.00am Easter Family Service in Chalmers Church
We
are
collecting
Sainsbury's vouchers for
craft
materials
and
Sport Equipment for all
the Children and Young
People who are involved
within our church. We
would be grateful for
any donations. Please
pass
on
to
Anne
Sutherland or pop in
box in church hall.

Do you use Facebook? If YES,
have you LIKED our Church Page?
Please search for Chalmers
Church, Port Seton and give us a
Like. There are weekly updates
on events happening in our

Thanks are expressed to everyone for their
donations to the various activities over
Christmas. The amounts collected were as
follows:
Christmas card Collection
Christmas Lunch
Tear Fund

£191.00
£153.00
£200.00

Do you know a Primary 5, 6 or 7 pupil in East Lothian? Then why
not invite them to come and enjoy a weekend away at Lendrick
Muir. They’ll make great friends at camp, or why not bring their
friends along – all are welcome!
Lendrick Muir is the perfect place for a great weekend. There
will be time to enjoy plenty of the activity options available;
including archery, trail biking, crazy golf and the adventure
playground. We will also spend time exploring the Bible
together and getting to know more about God.

missed Church, you can find the
intimations on the page. Please
SHARE our page far and wide. If For more information about this event please contact Hazel
you would like something added Gray, Team Leader, on 0131 445 9924, or Bookings can be
to the page, speak to Sheila.
made online at www.suholidays.org.uk

Session Section
I note from an article in the January edition of Life and
Work that is 50 years this year (1966) since Kirk Sessions
were first able to appoint women as elders, and that it took
some 35 years from the time that the General Assembly
was first asked in 1931 to consider that eldership and
ministry should be open to women. It made me wonder
where our church would be without the ladies; not only do
we have Kristina as our Minister, but out of a total of 29, 19
of our elders are ladies; they outnumber the men by 2 to 1.
This information can be gleaned from a return we have to
send to Presbytery at the end of each year. This confirms
that the number of members on our Communion Roll at
the end of the year was 188 with a further 41 adherents,
folk with an association with our Church who are not on the
Communion Roll.
It is particularly gratifying to see that there are no less than
88 individual young people of 17 or under who have
attended church activities of one sort or another during the
year. We are indebted to those who organise Kids Kirk,
Youth Kirk, Boys Brigade, and the Early Service on a Sunday.
While perhaps we do not see many youngsters at our
traditional services, the Good News of Jesus Christ is, never
the less, being heard among the children in our community.
As we reflect on the past year, while our Minister was on
maternity leave, Session business was conducted under the
able leadership of our Interim Moderator Rev. David Scott ,
while Very Rev. John Cairns lead most of our services as
Locum Minister.
John Murdoch retired as Session Clerk after many years of
service.
Many congregations who find themselves in this situation
can find it difficult to find a replacement, but Mary Gordon
stepped forward and thus a smooth hand over was
accomplished. I was asked to assist as her deputy, having
had some previous experience, and joined the Kirk Session
in September.
The various committees of the Kirk Session continued in
their work, reporting back regularly to Session. This works
well and should ensure that elders are fully briefed on
committees activities, without having to spend too much
time in discussion on issues covered in committee. The
organisation of committees enables us to make the best
use of the expertise reflected in their membership.
We were pleased to welcome Kristina back from maternity
leave in November and she has briefed Session on how she
intends to fit her work around the pressures of family life,
with the help of not only her husband Mathew, but her
Elders as well. She has our assurance of our support as she
ministers in our community. It is good to have her back at
the helm, as it were, and we look forward to another
successful year of witness to our Lord in this community.
George Smith, Deputy Session Clerk

PRAYERS
You, Lord, are forgiving and good, abounding in love
to all who call to you. Psalm 86 v5
O God, our heavenly Father, we remember before you:
all destitute and sorrowful children;
those whose homes have been destroyed by war;
those living in camps for whom family life has had
little meaning;
those without knowledge of their parents;
those who have suffered years of terror and
persecution;
and all who are sick with loneliness or suffering from
bodily disease.
Make our hearts beam within us for the children of the dark
places of the word. Lead us to pray for them, and inspire the
efforts of all who are striving to help them.
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

The Stepping Stones bereavement support
programmes, delivered twice a year by a
group of eight Chalmers’ people with the
guidance of Tom Gordon, continue to offer
pastoral support to people in our
congregation and community who are
bereaved.
The next six-week programme will take place in the Port Seton
Community Centre, and will begin on Wednesday 13th April at
7pm. If anyone would like any more information about this
programme or any other aspect of Stepping Stones, please
contact Tom Gordon at Chalmers, or by phone on 07724 916
700, or by email at steppingstones.mail@gmail.com

Children and Youth News
Kids Kirk and Youth Kirk continue to grow and develop
in Cockenzie and Port Seton, with new children
attending each month.
Sheila Bulloch is undergoing a Mission Leadership Course
with Scripture Union. As part of this programme she will be
observed running our Kids Kirk and a Holiday Club. She will
be leading the Easter Activity Day in Tranent on Saturday
19th March, please keep her in your prayers as she
undertakes this task and leads an unknown team. The
Cockenzie and Port Seton Easter Day Club will take place on
Saturday 9th April 10am – 3pm. More details will be in the
intimations and on the Facebook Page, or speak to Sheila.
Contact details:
KidsKirk@chalmerschurch.co.uk / 07980 059 974
YKirk@chalmerschurch.co.uk / 07736 073 960

Services and Meetings
Sunday
10:15 a.m. All-age Family Worship (in Hall)
11.00 a.m. Morning Worship (with Crèche)
6:15 p.m. Evening Worship (as advertised)
7-8.30pm YKirk (3rd Sunday of month) (Sept – June)
Monday
7:15 p.m.

The Guild (Oct - March)

Tuesday
10.00 a.m. Chalmers Ramblers Walking Group
7.30 p.m. Bible Study

10.30-11.30a.m. Chalmers Crafters (1st of month)
10 - 11a.m.
Prayer Time (2nd of month)
1.30 – 3pm
Get Together (2nd of month)
12-2p.m.
Lunches (3rd of month)
10a.m – 12noon Coffee Time (last of month)

Wednesday – Evening Activities
5 – 6 p.m.
1st Port Seton Rainbows (Sept. - June)
6:30 p.m.
Boys Brigade –
- 7:45p.m
{Anchor boys and Junior Section
{Company Section (Sept. - June)
8.00p.m.
Badminton Group
Thursday
5:15 – 6:15p.m. 1st Cockenzie Rainbows }
6:30 – 8 p.m.
2nd Port Seton Brownies}
(Sept. - June)
Friday
1 – 3.30pm Childcare National 4 Group
(Aug – April)
Saturday
8.00 – 9.15a.m Prayer Breakfast (last of month)
10am-12noon Kids Kirk (3rd Sat of month)
(Sept – June)

OUR WORSHIP
Rev Kristina Herbold Ross will conduct worship unless otherwise stated.
Sunday 14th February (1st in Lent)
10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship –
Rev Kristina HERBOLD ROSS
11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship

Sunday 20th March (Palm Sunday)

Sunday 21st February (2nd in Lent)
10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship Sailing the High C’s
– Ian BULLOCH
11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship

Sunday 27th March (Easter Sunday)
10am Easter Family Breakfast
11.00 a.m. Easter Family Service

Sunday 28th February (3rd in Lent)
10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship – Duncan MORGAN
11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship
6.15p.m. Evening Worship
Sunday 6th March (4th in Lent)
10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship – George SMITH
11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship
Sunday 22nd March (5th in Lent)
10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship – Mary GORDON

10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship Sailing the High C’s
– Amanda JOHNSTON
11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship

Sunday 3rd April
10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship – Anne SUTHERLAND
11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship

Easter Daffodils
Would like to help decorate the church for
Easter? We will be collecting Daffodils from
Gosford Estate on Saturday 26 th March.
Please speak to Loreen Courtney
for further information.

11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship
MINISTER
Rev. Kristina Herbold Ross
Tel: 01875 819254
TREASURER
Mrs Janet Farquhar
Tel: 811863
FLOWER CONVENER
Mrs Lyn Marshall
Tel: 814265

SESSION CLERK
Mrs Mary Gordon
Tel: 812262
ACCESS to the HALL contact
Mr Tom Donaldson
Tel: 812023
ORGANIST
Mrs Pamela Zenati
Tel: 813641

HALL LETS
Miss Jean Johnston
Tel: 810520
BEADLE
Vacancy
Tel:
PRAYER SECRETARY
Mrs Patricia Knox
Tel: 815423

Please recycle this newsletter and care for the earth as God intended
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