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From the Minister:
Always Hope
In the last magazine I mentioned that we had returned from our spring holiday to find that an unusually high number of our families were facing difficult and challenging times. Many of these spoke with wonder of the practical support they had received from many of you. Several also spoke with appreciation of the spiritual support they received, knowing that they were being prayed for at the Saturday Prayer Breakfast, at the Wednesday Family Prayer-time and by other groups and individuals too.

Whilst several of those most seriously ill a few months ago are now well on the way to recovery, other families have now taken their places in our prayers. So I was particularly interested to receive a leaflet from the Scottish Bible Society:

 “HOPE – Where to look in the Gospels”. 

I saw immediately that this leaflet would be useful as we try to support one another and especially helpful for those of us who feel inadequate and yet who desperately want to find ways to offer help and hope to those they care about. 

The leaflet is described as being ideal for people facing situations they find difficult to cope with and particularly helpful for new Christians and those searching at difficult times in their lives.

The leaflet suggests passages from the Bible which offer hope in the following situations: when worried, doubtful, angry, fearful, when prayer is difficult, tempted, needing forgiveness, coping with failure or success, everyday problems, sickness, death, feeling unimportant, lonely or difficulties with relationships.

As the Bible tells us: We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. (Hebrews 6 v 19)
You should receive a copy of “HOPE” with this magazine. If you don’t or if you’d like another for handing on to a family member or friend, please do help yourself from the extra copies sitting in the church vestibule or, if you are unable to get out, please contact me and I shall be glad to get a copy to you . 

“HOPE” is for sharing. 

  BOB
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Sunday:     Let us take time before we go to worship to thank God for the freedom to meet together for worship.  

Pray also for Mr Glover our minister and all other ministers of the Gospel as they prepare for Sunday services that they may be aware of God’s guiding presence in all they do and say.   

Pray for ourselves and all other congregations meeting today that we may be responsive to God’s message.

Monday:  At the beginning of this new week let us look around where we are – pray for colleagues we work with, our neighbours and folks on our street who may be dealing with many problems.   Pray that we may be open and ready to be used to give a helping hand or a word of encouragement to those we meet.

Bring before God all our older folk who are not so able, those in hospital or going into hospital and those who have been bereaved.   Pray that they will know the comforting presence of God with them.

Tuesday:  As the new session of the Sunday School begins, let us pray that many more parents will endeavour to bring their children along.   Pray for the leaders of our youth organisations that they may be encouraged and upheld in all they do in leading and guiding the youngsters under their care. 

Wednesday:   Pray for the new “Imaging the Bible” course to begin in October that all who attend will gain a deeper insight into the scriptures. 

Thursday:  These are difficult days for our Governments, both in Holyrood and Westminster – they need our prayers!  Pray that they will act wisely and justly in representing their constituents.    

Friday:  Since the schools are now back ask God to be especially near to children and young folks in our community starting school, at new schools, colleges and university.  Pray that they may soon settle down and make friends.   Pray for all families in our community who are finding life difficult.

Saturday:   And not only on Saturday - for the world! – There are many areas of the world we need truly to plead for in prayer: - for the suffering people of Zimbabwe, for the situation in Iraq, Afghanistan, Georgia and indeed many others too numerous to mention.    Pray also for our armed forces and their families who worry about them.   Please pray daily over the News.





Services and Meetings
Sunday 

10:15 a.m. All-age Family Worship (in Hall) 

Followed by Sunday School & Rock Club Groups
11.00 a.m.     Morning Worship (with Crèche) 
6:15 p.m.
Evening Worship 
    (As advertised, usually last Sunday of month)

7:30 p.m.
Rock Solid Club (every 2nd week)

Monday  

7:15 p.m.
The Guild (Oct - March)

Tuesday 

7.30 p.m.
Bible Study


(As advertised)

Welcome Wednesday 

10a.m – 12noon Coffee Time (1st)

12-2p.m. 
   Chalmers Lunches (3rd)

10 - 11a.m.
   Prayer Time (last)
5:15 p.m.
   1st Port Seton Rainbows (Sept. - June)

6:30 p.m.
   Boys Brigade – 


   Anchor boys and Junior Section

7:45 p.m.
   Company Section (Sept. - June)
8.00p.m.
   Badminton Group
Thursday     

5:00 p.m.
   Rainbows}
6:30 p.m.
   Brownies } (Sept. - June)

Saturday      

8.00 – 9.15a.m
  Prayer Breakfast (last of month)    

6:30 – 7:45 p.m Youth Club for 8-10 yr olds

8.00 – 9:15 p.m Youth Club for 11yrs + 


(Meets every 2nd week Sept-June)

                         OUR WORSHIP -  (Services led by Rev Bob GLOVER except where indicated)


MINISTER	SESSION CLERK   			CLERK TO DEACONS COURT


Rev. Robert L Glover 			Mr John Murdoch    			Mr Ian Bulloch


Tel: 812481				Tel: 812469 				Tel: 852717


TREASURER				 ACCESS to the HALL contact		BEADLE


Mrs Janet Farquhar 			Mr Tom Donaldson			Mr Duncan Morgan


Tel: 811863				Tel: 812023				Tel: 812071


FLOWER CONVENER		ORGANIST		 		PRAYER SECRETARY	


Miss Mary Clements			Mrs Pamela Zenati 			Mrs Alice Hood


Tel:  812241 				Tel: 813641 				Tel: 812191


			�    Please recycle this newsletter and care for the earth as God intended 


SC004630 Cockenzie and Port Seton: Chalmers Memorial Parish Church 'Scottish Charity'.











	


			


			


				    








					    








				       


			        


				        








We welcome contributions to the Church Newsletter. Please note however that these may be edited, summarised or omitted by the minister and editor, as circumstances require. Letters of general thanks and acknowledgement for Church flowers will be posted on the notice board in the Church Hall.





EDITOR'S   NOTE


Thanks to all who have contributed to this issue of the Church Newsletter. 


The next issue will be available on 


Sunday 12th October 2008


Articles for this edition should be with me by 


Sunday 28th September 


If you would like to E-Mail news you can contact me on: � HYPERLINK "mailto:chalmerschurch@btopenworld.com" ��chalmerschurch@btopenworld.com� 


or by phone on 819471


Sheila Bulloch








A SUSTAINABLE WORSHIP PATTERN


Evening services resume with “Harvest Praise” on Sunday 28th September but will continue this coming winter on a monthly instead of a weekly basis. Although we have all known that the evening service was unlikely to be viable in the long-term, we also appreciate that our regular evening worshippers will be disappointed to learn of this decision which the Kirk Session took only after very careful consideration. Some background may be helpful…





It was as long ago as January 2006 that we started the early All-Age service in addition to the traditional morning and evening services as an experiment in outreach. We always knew that the programme of three Sunday services throughout the major part of the year was not sustainable in the long-term. I felt it was worth trying as long as I was able so that members of the congregation could have the opportunity to work out not simply what best suited the majority of our current membership but what might best help us in mission and outreach in a world very different from when most of us first started attending Chalmers Memorial. 





However, the decision to reduce the number of services was forced upon us rather sooner than we anticipated. Some months ago I received very clear and firm medical advice that I must change my lifestyle by cutting down my hours of work to something more close to a ‘normal’ working week. I am assured that there is no immediate cause for alarm provided I take steps to heed the advice I have been given. Although I can’t do much to cut back the pastoral demands of the parish, I have cut back on meetings and other activities where my attendance is not absolutely necessary. I have also committed myself to reducing my preaching load to preparing no more than two services each Sunday. 





Having heard of my situation, the Kirk Session decided without dissent that the All-Age Service must be retained and that any alterations in our worship pattern would have to be made elsewhere. The Kirk Session shares my warm appreciation of those office-bearers who have regularly helped and will continue to help in leading our worship, but does not yet feel there is enough extra help at hand to be able to continue all three services on a weekly basis. The Kirk Session has however deliberately left open the possibility of exploring what other things might be done on the other Sunday evenings should there be sufficient demand and enough volunteers to lead.





I want you to know how much I really do share the disappointment of those who would prefer it if I could continue to lead a weekly evening service and also continue visiting at the same level as before. As I told the Kirk Session, I am finding it very hard to accept my doctor’s advice that I’ve reached an age where I can no longer work as hard and as many hours as I did when I was thirty years younger. To which, I can hear many of you say: “It comes to us all”!                      									RLG


 








CHARITY COLLECTION


The Blythswood Care lorry calls in your area to collect unwanted goods.





Please support this Christian charity by bringing your unwanted clothes, household goods, bric a brac, toys and foodstuffs to the lorry.





COLLECTION AT SOMERFIELD’S


AT NORTH BERWICK AND DUNBAR


ON THURSDAYS 4th SEPT, 9th OCT, 


6th NOV and 4th DEC





www.blythswoodcare.org








MINISTER


Rev. Robert L Glover,


Braemar Villa, 


2 Links Road, 


Port Seton


Tel: 812481


E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:rlglover@btinternet.com" ��rlglover@btinternet.com�


(Please respect Monday as the 


Minister’s day off)





Pastoral Cover


Rev Robert SIMPSON (01875 810308) will provide emergency pastoral cover from Wednesday 10th September until Friday 26th September.

















Thanks


There have been several members of our congregation who have been unwell over the past few months. We have received thanks for all the prayers, cards, flowers and kind thoughts from Barrie Johnston, Margaret Horne and Janice Bulloch.





Mary Smellie would like to thank everyone for their kind thoughts following the death of her sister





Alice Thomson would like to thank the congregation for their support during a sad time for her and the family.


 


Thanks are expressed to the ladies who came along to clean the Church Hall. There is a vacancy for the rota, if you would like to help please speak to Barbara Paton (811850)





Violet Marshall has expressed her gratitude to all for the kindness and generosity shown on the occasion of her 90th birthday. £560 was donated between various animal charities. 





Anna McPhee & the ladies of the Inner Wheel would like to thank all those who contributed to and attended the Strawberry Tea. £1200 was donated to Marie Curie in memory of Betty Ross.











IMAGINING THE BIBLE


A new series of six will run Tuesday 14th October - Tuesday 18th November. Please feel, if you have not been before, that you can join the group who found this a helpful way of 'living' some of the gospel stories. Many were the insights into how it must have felt to be part of life around Jesus and how they can influence our lives as Christians today. Meet in the side wing of the church at 7.30pm for about an hour.








Sundays 12th & 19th October


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship





Sunday 26th October. 


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship led by Amanda JOHNSTON


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship with Sacrament of HOLY 			        COMMUNION (with Crèche)





6.15 p.m. Evening Worship followed by brief celebration 				of HOLY COMMUNION
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FUNERALS


On 11th July, 


	Tommy FERGUSON, 53 Thomson Crescent


On 15th July, 


	Perry FOWLER, 12 Osborne Terrace


On 22nd August, 


Mrs Jenny MOODIE, 31 Kings Park, Longniddry


On 29th August,


Mr Robert SHAW, 11 Elcho Place, Longniddry











New Office-bearers


We are glad to welcome Helen Stewart and Alastair Sutherland to the Deacons' Court. 








Christian Aid – Event for your diary


The annual FORTH BRIDGE CROSS which had to be postponed in April is now rescheduled to take place on Saturday 20th September between 2 – 6p.m. The Bridge Cross was initiated by Rev John Carrie 36 years ago, who passed away recently. The organisers in conjunction with John’s wife have decided to make this years walk ‘The John Carrie Memorial Walk’ If you would like to take part please speak to Eleanor Willins (812616) who has more details.











Sunday 7th September. 


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship





Sundays 14th and 21st September. Rev Tom GORDON


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship





Sunday 28th September (NB No 10.15 Service)


11.00am       HARVEST THANKSGIVNG


6.15 p.m.     HARVEST PRAISE 


				With M & F Trades Band


Retiring Offerings will be divided between 


TEAR FUND and CHRISTIAN AID





Sunday 5th October


10.15 All-Age Family Worship led by David COOPER


11.00 a.m. BB Enrolment Service marking 


125th Anniversary of the BOYS’ BRIGADE


 			With GUILD DEDICATION




















        








HOME COMMUNION


Members who through illness or disability are unable to attend either of the forthcoming morning or evening communions and would like communion brought to them on the afternoon of Sunday 26th October are invited to speak to their Elder in the first instance or to telephone the Minister. 








PRAYERS 


O Lord you are my God; I will exalt you and praise your name, for in perfect faithfulness you have done marvelous things. 										      Isaiah Ch 25 v.1














MODERATOR!


Although it is news that will have been in the public domain for some considerable time, members of the congregation will take pleasure and pride in the fact that one of our own, Ian Bulloch, will serve as Moderator of Lothian Presbytery for a year until September 2009. Ian will be only the second elder to be appointed to the Presbytery’s highest position, the Moderator’s Chair hitherto having been more usually occupied by ordained ministers. 


Ian has been a faithful and active member of Lothian Presbytery for many years now, and it is good that his contribution to the wider Church has been recognised in this way. You will I am sure want to wish Ian every blessing for his ‘year’.  			 RLG








The next meeting of the Candle Coffee Club will be on Thursday 18th September. 


Meeting at 10a.m. in Longniddry Inn.


The speakers will be 


Gavin and Des Campbell


All Welcome








